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“The core aim of the Institute is to serve

the public interest on public policy issues

linked to alcohol, by advocating for the use

of scientific evidence in policy-making to

reduce alcohol-related harm.”

• Independent charity

• Supported by board of scientific advisors

• Strong links to NGO networks and policy

makers in UK, Europe and globally

IAS: Who we are, what we do



Alcohol’s harm to others in the UK

Alcohol’s impact on people other than the drinker:

• Physical violence

• Drink driving accidents

• Relationship problems/domestic abuse

• Financial difficulties

• Feeling intimidated in public places

• FASD/negative impact on children

• Burden on employers/colleagues 



Alcohol’s harm to others in the UK

Research questions:

1. Who experiences harm from others’ drinking?

1. How do different types of harm from others’ drinking 

cluster?

2. What evidence is there to support effective policies that 

reduce harm from others’ drinking?



Alcohol’s harm to others in the UK

Methods:

• Literature review (peer reviewed/grey lit/national statistics)

• Survey data:

• 1,020 adults (18+) North West England 

• 1,007 (16+) Scotland

• Special thanks to Drinkwise North West and Alcohol Focus 

Scotland for data provision



Key findings
1. Prevalence of harm to others



Key findings

In North West England:

• 78.7% respondents had experienced one of 20 harms identified, 67.7% had 

experienced two or more harms

• Older people (65+) significantly less likely to report harm from another’s drinking

• Women more likely than men to experience unwanted sexual attention

• High income groups more likely to be annoyed by vomiting/urinating in street

• Younger people (16-34) more likely to experience 11 types of harm

In Scotland:

• 51.4% had experienced one of 16 harms, 35.6% had experienced two or more harms

• Older people (65+) significantly less likely to report harm from another’s drinking

• Men more likely to have been a passenger in a car of a drunk driver

• Low income groups more likely to be harmed physically, have family problems or 

marriage difficulties and report problems with neighbours/friends

• Younger people (16-34) more likely to experience 8 types of harm



Survey results



Clustering of harms

How do harms from others’ drinking cluster?



Cost of harm to others

£1.7bn NHS

£7.3bn crime & disorder

£6.4bn workplace 

- excludes costs to families & social networks

(2004)



International comparisons



Evidence for policy response

https://vimeo.com/132729869



Thank you for your time

Any questions?

kbrown@ias.org.uk


